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Good news =
bad news, in

mainsiream media

By Mark Tayles, President, EnablerTech

The good news is that the exciting and
non=trivial indostry we all extract a
livelihood from, received some recent
main-stream media coverage. The bad
news was the surreptitious nature of the
article.

The cover story of Business Week which
hit the newsstands October 13th was
brazenly entitled ‘Dangerous Fakes. The
lengthy exposé detailed the growing dan=-
ger presented by counterfeit electronic
components entering the supply chain of
electronic goods. (http://www. business-
week. com/magazine/content/08_41/
b4 103034193886 htm?chan=top+news_
top+news+index+-+temp_top+story)

Particularly  poi=
gnant was the fact that
these weren't insignifi-
cant little manufactur-
ers whose supply chains
wWerse bﬂimg_ COMMpPro=
mised, but included the
very largest defense and
acrospace mmpa.nics.

The article mainly
deals with the threat
of counterfeit compo=
nents making their way
into sephisticated mili-
tary electronic systems.
Qutlined were the, mot
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providing a legitimate source for ob-
solescent semiconductors that are no
longer available through mainstream
distributors. Given the long service life
of most Military, Aerospace and Indus-
trial applications, it isn’t surprising that
Rochester Electronics has become the
reliable microchip source for sustain=
ing these aging programs. Mr. Gerrish's
company was mentioned in a sidebar ar=
ticle within the exposé, (http:/fwww.busi-
nessweek com/magazine/content/08_41/
b410304420363 Lhtm} and recently com-
mented about the Business Week article.
“Ovwer the years, in my daily conver-
sations with our customners, there aren't
too many that won't pri-
vately admit to having
found counterfeit com-
ponents  within  their
supply chain, Some of
l]u::ﬂ-. mnslances have re=
sulted in wvery serious
repercussions to  their
brand. 100% of all in-
stances have resulted in
expense that far exceed-
ed any perceived cost
savings for purchasing
product through non-
authorized sounrces. As
well, of the nearly 70

s0 sophisticated} net=

work of brokers and dealers that recycle
and counterfeit microchips and sell them
1o defense contractors and subcontrac-
tors, Surprisingly, many of these suppli-
ers carry out their operations in ‘broad
daylight’ with seeming impunity.

Although the article focused on mili-
tary electronics, alogical extension would
be the risk existing in other public safety
systems. Electronic applications dealing
with: rail and public aviation; medical
and life support; among others.

Curt Gerrish, is the founder of Roch-
ester Electronics [www.rocelec.com),
the 27 year old manufacturing and dis-
tribution company that specializes in

semiconductor supplier
brands that Rochester is franchised to
distribute for, their senior execatives are
increasingly concerned about the threats
that any fake microchips bearing their
company’s hrand, represents o public
safety” Perhaps as a harbinger for the
industry, Gerrish’s vision hasn't waivered
since he founded his company. “Provid=
ing a legitimate and franchised source
for obsolescent semiconductors”

So perhaps this Business TWeek article
was more “good news” then “bad news?”
Perhaps by exposing our industry's
“dirty little secret,” it won't be a secret
much longer?




